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Visiting Germany can be very exciting especially if you are brave enough to get out of the big cities and into the small villages and countryside. 

People are very friendly and most speak a little English even in the rural areas. 

I have fallen in love with the Odenwald region in the Hessen area of Germany - about 1 1/4 hours from Frankfurt, but there are so many small village areas throughout Germany that I'm anxious to see many more. 

Read o​n to hear about my last trip to Germany in April.

I have had the pleasure to visit many areas of Germany o​n my trips, but I am continuously drawn back to to the Odenwald region especially to the small villages of Kreidach and Wald Michelbach.


See photos in the Gallery

Both are close enough to large cities yet far enough away to be very very rural. I am fortunate enough to have some very wonderful friends who live there - the Arnold family - and Richard Arnold (The Nicest Man in Kreidach) and his friend Josef have been kind enough to take me sightseeing o​n each of my trips.

I have enjoyed the history of Spiers and Rothenberg, the castles throughout all the regions; and the wonderful and kind hospitality of the German people.

Originally I was brought to Germany to visit a very famous and wonderful photographer, Petra Arnold, whom I met while she was o​n assignment in San Francisco. 

We became very good friends and then after meeting her father, mother, and brother I now have a wonderful family of friends in Kreidach.

The villages of Germany are so beautiful, green and open with fantastic bakeries and excellent meats and sausages for sale. It is a contrasting countryside of small villages, farm houses and cows, and little shopping areas.

All of this is interspersed with Castles and History as if the past was still alive in certain spots. To walk castle walls and battlements - to see, feel and touch antiquities centuries old - and to sense what it must have been like during those early times is a wonderous feeling.

Entering a palace o​nce used by Napoleon with all its gold gilted decorations, painted walls, and exotic furniture (like Napoleon's toilet made to look like a dresser) gives you the sense of how big a class difference there must have been back in those days.

Contrast that with the bustling large cities of Frankfurt, Munchen, Hamburg, Manheim, etc. and sometimes you just feel like you are in a time warp.

On this last trip I had the opportunity to take many long walks with Richard Arnold and his friends where I had the opportunity to find out about life in Germany and of course the food in Germany - although Richard's wife did much to enchant me with Germany's wonderful cuisine.

Petra Arnold, my photographer friend, also has the knack of cooking great healthy meals. She is such a treat to be around, and it is very hard to slow her down. 

As for her photography, please review her website which I have o​n our website links and I am sure you will find her work exciting.

It also amazes me how the 3 lovely women I now know in Kreidach are having such a hard time finding good men. 

They are 3 very beautiful women and I have included a photo of them in my Germany Gallery.

The Frankfurt airport is o​ne of the best airports I have used in my travels. Security is always high and has been for years (wake up America), and the delays are very short.

What can I say except that get out of the cities and into the countryside of Germany.

Visit the walled city of Rothenberg - the museum and cathedral in Spier - the cathedral and castle in Worms - the palace in Bruchsal - and the renowned "palace of palaces" in Wurzburg ... just to name a few places.

Be sure when you visit Rothenberg that you go to the Christmas Store and visit the Torture Museum [where I was amused to see that at some point during the history of torture someone finally realized that people would confess to anything just to stop the torture (go figure - right!]

Driving in Germany o​n the autobahn can be unnerving even for a good driver from the United States. 

Stay to the right or you will find a car o​n your bumper that wasn't even in your rear view mirror when you looked just 2 seconds ago. 

Although there are many sections of the autobahn with no speed limits there are also many sections with speed limits - obey them. 

Driving in Germany for a newcomer can be confusing and it is easy to get lost, and I would suggest trying to get a car with a GPS system in it the first few times.

Eating in Germany is usually not a problem as most restaurants have menus in a few languages including English - and many Germans speak some English.

Visit Germany and get out into the countryside.
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