JEJU ISLAND – SOUTH KOREA – AN ISLAND OF WORLD PEACE
ASTA INTERNATIONAL DESTINATION EXPO

I have just returned from my first trip to South Korea where the American Society of Travel Agents held their second annual International Destination Expo.

I want to give kudos to ASTA for setting up a marvelous and extremely well run Expo in a truly beautiful and exotic setting. The travel agents who attended were able to learn about many other Asian destinations as well as attaining destination specialist certificates for attending educational seminars.

Traveling from San Francisco to Jeju is a very long flight. It was 13 hours from San Francisco to Seoul, South Korea and then transferring to another airport for another 1 hour flight to Jeju Island.

I flew on Asiana Airlines in business class and I can honestly state that they are one of the very best airlines to fly with. Extremely comfortable sleeper seats – gourmet food – excellent service and an entertainment system that never seems to run out of movies.

Jeju Island sits southwest of the Korean peninsula. It is roughly an oval shape and filled with an abundance of natural attractions – some of which you will see in the photos I have taken for this article. 

Jeju Island is considered the Hawaiian Islands of Korea and it is a well known honeymoon spot for travelers from all over Asia.
The heart of Jeju is Mt. Halla with it towering beauty. Jeju Island is volcanic, and there are awesome lava tubes throughout the island many of which you are able to walk through.

Jeju, the land of Samda is blessed with three abundances:

1. Seokdo (Stone) comes from the volcanic eruptions

2. Pungda (Wind) explains the barren environment due to Jeju being in the path of typhoons

3. Yeoda (Women) is part of the culture because many men would die at sea
The scenic coastal features vary on every side of the island due to the weather and the way the island evolved during the volcanic eruptions. You will find craggy lava boulders in some areas to beautiful sandy beaches in other areas and waterfalls going right into the ocean in others. 

You wonder what will be around the next corner as you drive throughout the island.

Flowers abound in the spring and summer months, and the island gets quite a bit of snow in the winter months. There are also winter sports on the mountain.
Jeju Island boasts a World Cup stadium which has hosted many international sports events, triathlons and other events.

Jeju Island has one of the best International Conference Centers in Asia. Once again their staff and the facilities were run smoothly and competently.

Unlike the International Destination Expo last year in Prague where we had to stand and eat buffet style with no tables at two of the wonderful meals that were hosted for the Expo – this year in Korea all of the fantastic dinners were served to all the attendees at white tablecloth tables which certainly was more comfortable for everyone.
I arrived in Jeju a few days before the Expo, and had the opportunity to tour the island without being in a large group thanks to the generosity of the Self Governing Province of Jeju who provided me a car to use.  

I also took advantage of some of the group tours during the Expo which were set up by New Aju Tours who was in charge of the ASTA IDE tours and is a travel company I recommend highly. I have posted their information at the end of this article for your use.
I find that sightseeing on my own allows me to take the time I need to obtain photographs as well as being able to enjoy places without the time restraints that group tours impose.

Let me speak a little to the accommodations available on Jeju Island. 

After traveling for almost 22 hours, I arrived at my hotel, The Shilla, on Jeju Island tired and worn out. 

Immediately upon arriving an attendant was there to take my suitcases from the airport bus. Check-in was quick and painless, and I was very impressed with the size and beauty of the lobby of the hotel.

I was quickly whisked off to my room, and my bags were placed on the stands in the room.

When I tried to tip the bellman, he politely refused – no tipping was allowed.

The room was very spacious, and the closet was in the entry hall along with a well-stocked mini-bar. The bathroom was immense and contained both a bath tub and a separate shower. 
The real surprise was the heated toilet seat replete with built in bidet!

The only warning I would give about the hotels is the cost of food and drink in the hotels. I quickly found a convenience store where I brought juice and snacks back to the room.

Just to give you an idea – breakfast at the Shilla was a buffet at $28 USD. Now please understand it was a great buffet, but most of us felt there should have been a way to just order coffee and toast or something smaller. The same was true for dinner.
One evening four of us went to a local Korean restaurant where dinner for the four of us including drinks came to only $40USD. The food was awesome and since we were the only non-Koreans in the place the owner took special care of us.

We made the mistake of going back to the hotel for coffee and desert in the bar in the lobby of the hotel. We had 3 regular coffees – 1 tea – 3 pieces of cake for a total cost of $60. The coffee was $12 each!!!!

So I recommend that you go to the local restaurants. You will have great food, meet nice people, and save tons of money.

While I’m speaking of nice people let me say unequivocally that I have never met nicer, kinder and more polite people than the Koreans in all my travels. They are a wondrous people to get to know.

Now for my highlight spots on the island………..

Sunrise Peak
Get up early and climb to the top. It is a steep hike, but there is a nice walkway and stairs all the way to the top of the Peak. You can also enjoy the ocean views without making that climb. It is a beautiful area.

Hallim Park 
Hallim Park was finished in 1971 and built from barren land.

 In the park:

· Jeju Stone and Bonsai Garden

· Palm Tree Road

· Hyeopjae & Ssangyong Lava Tube Caves
· Jae-Am Folk Village

· Bird Garden

· Jae-Am Stone Exhibit Hall

· Water Garden

· Subtropical Botanic Garden

Take your time and spend many hours wandering through everything, and go down into the lava tube caves. Have lunch in the Folk Village. Enjoy all the wonderful flowers throughout the entire park.

If you are lucky there will be bus loads of Korean schoolchildren to visit with as you will see from my photos.

Spirited Garden
Self proclaimed as the most exquisite garden in the world, and I certainly would not argue that point after visiting the garden.

Built by Mr. Bum-young Sum from desolate wasteland the garden will inspire you to better understand nature and enlighten you to realize just how special nature is.

I truly believe Mr. Bum-young Sum is one of the foremost bonsai artists in the world.
Jeju-Do Folklore & Natural History Museum

This is where you can really get the sense and reality of Jeju Island and its past where the folk cultures and the natural environments of Jeju are vividly in sight.

The Five Day Marketplace

All I can say is WOW! This is many blocks long where all types of fresh fish, seafood, produce, flowers, condiments etc. are for sale. No supermarkets here – fresh is the main ingredient in Korean cooking. Take a look at the photos and you will understand.

There are many more places and things to see than I can list here in this article, but you can find out more at www.jeju.go.kr/ .
I feel that irrespective of the distance, travel to South Korea and Jeju Island are well worth the trip.

Please take the time to enjoy the photos of this wonderful place.

I also wish to express my appreciation for the help and courtesies extended to me by:

· The Self Governing Province of Jeju Island

· Austin Huh, New Aju Tours, 1241-18, 3-Do,1-dong, Jeju-si, Jeju-Do, S. Korea 69031. Phone # 81-64-757-7771-2 
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