CHINA / THAILAND TRIP – NOVEMBER 2009
I was very excited as I prepared to leave for the airport for my trip to China and then on to Thailand. Away for an entire month! The plan was about 12 days in China and then the rest of the month with my friends in Thailand.

Well so much for that because when I arrived at the Terminal to check in at “Air China” to leave for Beijing I was told my flight had been cancelled indefinitely due to snowstorms in Beijing. Apparently the plane we were going to take was still in Beijing unable to take off due to the weather.

The Air China staff was pushing everyone to ‘check in’ which many did ….. watching their luggage disappear into the bowels of the airport. When I asked what the best case scenario was this is what I was told – “It is a 14 hour flight from Beijing so even if the plane left right now they would not arrive for 14 hours – plus a mandatory rest period for the pilots before they could return – and they had no idea when the plane would leave Beijing – so it would possibly be 3 days”.

Once again I looked at baggage disappearing as the clerk said “so let’s check you in” – WRONG!

I walked over to the Cathay Pacific aisle – asked about when I could get a flight to Bangkok – left on a flight 30 minutes later to Hong Kong with a connecting flight in the morning to Bangkok.
Upon arrival at the Hong Kong airport I made my way to the ‘Travelers Lounge’ near gate 50 and paid about $50 for which I received: Dinner – sleep room – shower and breakfast.

The next morning I flew into Bangkok and was met by my wonderful Thai friend, John to begin a month in Thailand. John is considered one of the best Thailand Tour Guides, and I am proud to have him as my friend.
The first week I had the opportunity to travel with John who was taking a tour group from Myanmar around Thailand. We went to the beach resort town of Pattaya, shopping in Bangkok, to the floating market and the safari park.

What a wonderful group of people and very friendly.

After they returned to Maynmar, John and I plus a friend of John named Wo (also a tour guide) and we started on our journey to the north of Thailand. 

We traveled by car from Bangkok up to Kalasin where we stayed with some friends of mine for a few days, and visited many temples and parks along the way on this trip. We made a day trip to the Laos border and then over to the Golden Triangle where most of the drugs used to be smuggled through.
From Kalasin we traveled north into the mountains to Chiang Rai. The nature was exquisite, and we stopped at the hot springs along the way.

Finally we arrived in Chiang Mai where we met up with another tour guide friend, Victor, who lives in Chiang Mai.
The night market in Chiang Mai is very famous, crowded, fun – and you can find anything your heart desires.

On this trip with my Thai friends I got to really see the Thai culture, how the people live out in the villages, and to make friends along the way.

The food is always so fresh – typically the produce right from the garden that day and the fish, chicken and meats just butchered that morning. Nothing is pre-packaged like here in the USA – all is fresh and tasty.

The Temples throughout Thailand are innumerable – intense – and awe inspiring as you will see from my photos. Their beauty and peacefulness reaches directly into your soul.

I am already planning another trip to Thailand in May 2010 with my son Dan who came with me to Kenya a couple of years ago. We will spend 2 weeks in Phuket hopefully getting some good scuba diving in as well as enjoying the island and the surrounding islands.

It is time to travel. Thailand is a beautiful country with very low prices for everything from hotels, to food and travel within Thailand. Email me if you are interested in going and I will set up the arrangements for you through my travel agency – Tour & Travel Organizers Ltd.
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